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When the seas rose, genetic codes were smashed. Now, human 
settlements are ringed by a dense wilderness, from which 
ferocious new animal species prey on the helpless. The high 
ground belongs to the rich and powerful, who overlook swamp- 
land shantytowns from their fortresslike cities. Iron-fisted rule 
ensures order and allows the wealthy to harvest the poor as 
slaves. Welcome to the world of Orchid. 
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“As Ше waters continued 4 
| to rise, nations abandoned N 
fossil fuels. 
^ La = “1 





“Amidst the deluge, the planet's 
elite claimed Ше ever-shrinking 
high ground and gathered the 
remaining technology. 
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“A Pacific Rim 
technological firm built 
Noa No Н. FUNE 


сто: in what had 
been Bolívia, in an attempt 
to repopulate the world 
with robotic versions of 
species eradicated by 
mass extinction. 


“Meanwhile, a secretive 

pacifist/terrorist group 

calling themselves "THE 
AST SAINTS’ began a 

global quest to sal 

very specific relics 

from the deluge. 


“With the disintegration of nation-states 
worldwide, scientist warlords—each with 
multiple corporate з УШК the 
power vacuum and fought over Ше етег- 
shrinking landmass. 


“New technologies were 
developed to fight in the 
new climate. 





“But К was all for 
naught. The rising 


tide spared no ground. I. 
> 


“All that was left of humanity was 
set adrift on the Cannibal Вагрев-- 
Нове derelict oil tankers, river barges, 
and rotting cruise ships... 


those savage, 
cunning, or 
ema e 
enougl ge 
onboard. 


“All cursed to drift 
the high seas 
generation: 


“and with little food 
available they resorted 
to extreme measures 
for sustenance. 


“As the centuries 

turned, some remnants 
of Ше past--books, 
artwork, scientific 
papers, even otherwise- 
extinct species—survived 
as trophies for the 
BARGE MASTERS..." 





“and then, as now, 
survival of the cruelest 
was the sum of the law.” 
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HUSH, 
EHZU. MAMA'S 
ONE. IT'S TUST 

US NOW. 


AT LEAST. 
WE NO LONGER. 
HAVE TO LISTEN 

\ TO THAT... 





15 JUST 
YOU AND 
ME. 


CRIME! BUT IF A 

THOUSAND OF US 
WERE TO THROW 
STONES... 


SHUT UE. 
SIMON! NO ONE 
NOWS WHAT YOU'RE 

TALKING ABOUT AND 
МО ONE CARES! WE 
TO LISTEN TO THIS 


R TWO DAYS 
E a Wi 


ENOUGH! О! ۴ 
WAS MURDERED AND YOU 
JUST WON'T SHUT UP? 


AND I DC 
FIGHT. SO HERE 
E ARE. 





AND 
WHAT’S NOLD 
SAYINGS"Z! WHY 


I GAINED... 
CERTAIN 


YOU DON'T 
HAVE THE “ABILITY” 
aio f 













YOU 
THINK I'M 
IGNORANT. 
YOU'RE TRYING 
TO TRICK 














YOU'RE 
NOT FOOLING 
ANYBODY. YOU'RE 
JUST ANOTHER MAN 
OUT FOR HIMSELE NO 
ONE CAN DO ANYTHING 


BUT 
TAA AU ЕТАЖ WHAT 
Sp 









WAIT. PLEASE. 


MY FRIEND ANZIO 
TAUGHT US... 
SHOWED ME... WHEN OKAY, ГМ 
THE SHADOW QUITE USELESS | 











IN A ПЕН: 
REBELS... WHEN ANZI * STRUCK 
BACK AT 


— WHEN 
BED THE 
ARAVANS.~ 







БЕЗЕ 
ANZIO'S DEATH, 
ЗҮМВОШСАНХ 





YES, THE LEADER OF THE 
SO-CALLED “REBELLION” 
IN STADIA 
ON THI 


SPEAK OF THE THE TRAITOR, YOUR 
TERRES ASEN, AE 
BRIRGE SCUM, AND, 
I'LL “SYMBOLI 

STOMP A HOLE IN 


FILTH. ONE DAY 
WE'LL ERASE eee 


Oh, WE MUST 
ACT FAST! VERY 
GOOD THEN, HERE'S 
WHAT WE MUST DO-- 


OUR WAY o 
FORTRESS PENUEL. 
NOT AN EASY 
TASK, BUT-- 





WHY IS THERE 
I DON'T 
SO MUCH YELLING, 
AND HITTING, AND KNOW, YEHZU. 
SLAVES? 


I DON'T KNOW 


“When the waters receded, 
WILD covered all the 
land. The newly emerging 
species that filled the 
evolutionary cracks shared 
two characteristics--they 
could not be domesticated 
and they него extremely 
hostile. Humans were no 
longer atop the food chain. 


“The remnants 
of humanity hung 
on by a thread. 





“A vast underground 

labyrinth of tunnels 
cavernous ‘harvest 

spaces’ was excavated 

to provide a measure 

of safety from 

The Wild. 


“Two distinct castes 
агове--Ше strong and 

the subjugated. Strength, 
power, and wealth meant 
access to the high ground. 
As there were no tame 
beasts to till the fields ог 
move the bullding stones, 
slavery was instituted widely. 


“A succession of strongman 
rulers codified the caste 
Огоо and THE BRIDGE 
OPLE were used as 
chattel by their masters. 


“REFLEXIVE 
BIOHEAT PANELS 
scavenged from 
ща Cannibal " 
arges broug! 
light and heat to 
the crops and 
Illuminated the 


passageways 
crisscrossing 
EA The 


"Slaves displaying an aptitude 
with machinery or discovered 
to be of a more Intellectual 
bent were recrulted and trained 
by the Robotics Slave Corps. 


“The waterlogged, 
abandoned robotics 
factories of the 
ancient world were 
excavated and the 
technology put to use 
for new purposes. 





“The Bridge People 
scratched out a meager 
existence harvesting the 
white leeches sold in 
the narcotics trade. 
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“Or at q 
they ski am 
edge of The Wild 
to scavel е for 
useful 
left behind | ÉS the 
receding tide. 


“But the Slave Traders were never 

far behind, always combing The 

Bri for new stock. The biggest 
rawnlest males brought the 

highest prices at auction from the 

Pit Masters of Fortrese Penuel. 


“The rest awaited their 
fate In the overcrowded 
wretchednese of the 
ISCARIOT SLAVE CAMP" 





COURSE, AT. 


MASTER! 
BEN SAVING THE 


PLEASED... 


EXCUSE ME, SIR, 
BUT IT HAS COME TO 


U DN 
MOTHER ARE APPARENTLY 
FOOL-BORN, ONION-EYED, 
TOAD-SPOTTED 
HARPIES LACKING-— 





Зсоифия 
OKAY. А 
QUICK LITTLE 
REWIRING 
RIGHT HERE 
SHOULD DO 
WONDERS... 


GET UP, 
GREENFOOT 
VERMIN! 


YOUR 
TURN TO 
WEIGH 
IN! 


THIS WH! 
YOUR MIRACULOUS STRONG- 
MAN THERE. 





КЕ 
AGREEABLE... 
COMPANION: 


¿HE 
MIGHT BE \ 
MADE TO BE 
AGREEABLE Ё 
AS WELL. 





RES, ВАКА WE HAVE TO | 

SET SIGE FORTRESS PERDE EROSTTUTES A дік. 

THAT'S EXACTLY WHERE a трон, T CARE ABOUT 
ST 


FOLLOW Al “ALONG 





IT LOOKS Y 
LIKE WE'RE 





3 
I'LL 
GIVE IT TO 
YOU IF YOU 
LEAVE THEM 


WOLFE HIMSELF 15 DESPERATELY 
SEEKING ITS RETURN AND... 
I'LL GIVE IT TO YOU. А 


TAKE IT. ТАКЕ Mmmmm. NEVER MIND ан! 
Hah! RID-Shic-ULOUS. THE MASK NOW HIM, COME ON, FOOLISHNESS 
STRONG МАҢ YOU = AND РОТ IT HANDSOME. I'VE HAD 


А MAN T OU. 
т 
SPESE E 32-07 TAKE THE MASK IE YOU 

2 1 DON'T THINK YOU 
27) CAN HANDLE-- 


РТ 
OR T'LL DISPOSE OF 
YOU hic AS 





Wiar Г — THE MASK SS 
WA: 
THATZ! 


IT ULD SEEM. 
VERY GRUESOME. 


BUT 
THERE’S 
NOWHERE 
TO RUN. 

"LL 


тн 
KILL US! 


FASTER, YEHZU! 
THEY'RE RIGHT 
BEHIND US! 





zumpht THERE. 
HATCH 15 SECURE. 
NO ONE’S GOING 
IN OR OUT OF 
IT AGAIN. 


I WOULDN'T 


CHIDZ 


I'M 
SURE... 
WE'RE NOT... 
IN... ANY 
DANGER. 


OKAY. LET ME 
THINK. IN SITUATIONS 
LIKE THIS IT’S BEST 
TO STAY CALM. 


"M SURE 
T'LL THINK OF 
SOMETHING 


ANY 
MINUTE... 


© 
CONSTRUCT 
Ahmm. 
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EMAIL US Ке ORCHID @ODARKKORSE-COM 
WRITE TOUS AE THE SHADOW) REBEL READER 
C/O DARK HORSE ІЗ MAN STREET, MIUNAUKIE, OR 7222 





In September we made a request on the Dark Horse blog - 
for Tom Morello and Scott Hepburn fans to write in asking r 
questions or commenting on Orchid, We received a few: T 
letters from folks who haven't yet read the series and hope ` 
that next month we can treat readers to more letters from 
those of you now reading the comics sand, hopefully, listen- ES 

ing to the free Orchid-inspired music оп Nightwatchman== 22 Cant it to read your comic Tom. Hadit hei 
Music.com. We want to know what you think of Orchidand ` Heard [about it. Youteright in that cassis rarely a feature of 
this ragtag crew of Simon, Orchid, and Yehzu thus farzand ` iainstream comics. Looking forward па, com- 
answer any burning questions or address any of your hopes | — қ 
and fears forthe characters. | can't wait to Hear abot. — SR S ma 
readers first impressions. Until then . = Ss 
















Iwas born and raised in Madison, WI, and I rallied alongsi 

one hundred thousand others for the sake of the unions. 
arestill struggling to fight this battle, and we needa voi 
like Morello to help keep us strong in our solidarity. When 
we find thatthe system i: is corrupt, the only wayto beatiti 5 


through art, Тот Morello and Scott Hepburn e Siera Hahn editor 


ИТТ 
FEATURE NEW MUSIC BY 
10511 
- E FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT 





NIGHTWATCHMANMUSIC.COM. 


CLICK THE ORCHID BANNER AND 
ENTER THE ISSUE 2 PASSWORD: 


11 ЗВ 


о can wield General China’s mask: Opal! 


whi 
M n sale December 14,2011 


Orchid #3 0 


GET EXCLUSIVE, NEW MUSIC BY 
Ç m ML ет ша 





VIS! Т! к" MUS (UM 
AND USE THIS CODE: 


с моно 


